GAMERCO ASSOCIATES. LTD.
300 West Hill
Gallup, New Mexico 87301

David Albnight

Groundwater Office Manager

118, Environmental Protection Ageney
Kegion 9

7> Hawthorne Street, Matl Code: W I R-9
San Francisco, CA 94103

DPear Mr. Albright:

My name s Charies High, | am the Managimg General Partner ol Gamerco Inc.
Giamerco 1$ the owner of approximately 26,000 ¢ Fwenty 31X | housand ) acres ol
private land located sn the Checkerboard Area of McKinley County, notthwest of’
Gallup, New Mexico. Uur property 15 located n a checkerboard contiguration with
Navujo trust lands, aliotted iands and BLM fands in the immechate arca.

Camerco 18 concerned that EFA's determination on Hydro Kesources' Section 8
property could have uninicnded consequences to other land owners 1n the Checkerboard
Area. Our tee lands have never been treated by any governmental entity as anvthing
but private iand. We obtain aii services (rom Mckiniey County. We do not consider
our lands 1o be indian Country, or part of any indian community.

In these past few vears, the Navajo Nation has made 1t very plain that they want
to extend their sovereignty beyond the borders of the rescrvation. I the EPA hnds
lhal private iand i Checkerboard Area s indian Coustity, tien the Navajo Naison

Has cliccitvely anbeaed out privaic jands, siupping us oi our U.S. vwoersiup righis,



Yel any non-Navajo, Amencan citizen will have absoluteiv no representation within
the Navajo Nation. As sovereign, the Navayo Nation can whimsically levy and coliect
taxes without providing services, can impulsively, crratically and pumtively legislate
land and mineral use ( much as they do now ), all without consideration or representation
ol the non-Navajo, Amencan citizen. | he only recourse will be through the Navajo tnibal
court, which historically is no recourse at all.

It is Gamerco's position the FPA should not determine that privateiy held land could
be tndian Country. Such a determination would create bad precedent and be contrary
to the estabhished and agreed to fand status in the MeKanley County Checkerboard
Area. Private land has not been set aside tor the Indians, and the mere presence of
some trust or altotted lands 1n an area 15 not suthicient to create a dependent Indian
communtly on land to which no on¢ but the private owner has access or f1ghts.
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